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2,601,506 
TAPE-DISPENSING AND SEVERING DEVICE 
Oscar P. Erhardt, Derby, Conn., assignor fo Derby 
Sealers, Incorporated, Derby, Conn., a corpora- 
tion of Connecticut 
Application August 18, 1948, Seril No. 44,9.21 
16 Claires. (CI. 164--49) 

This invention relates to tape-serving ma- 
chines, and more partieularly to a device adapted 
to deliver a strip of gummed tape of the desired 
length for sealing packages, parcels, boxes, or the 
like, which tape is commonly ruade of paper 
and usually is ïurnished in the form of a roll 
containing a continuous strip, the tape being 
gummed upon one surface and being fed over a 
moistening device and severed so that the sev- 
ered strip is ready for application to the package. 
Such devices as that fo which the prescrit in- 
vention relates, are usually provided with feed 
rolls for contacting the tape upon its upper and 
lower surfaces fo propel if over the moistening 
means. This feeding mechanism is conveniently 
operated by an oscillating lever having a for- 
ward and rear stroke, the forward stroke being 
the operative one, and the rear being an idle 
stvoke which does hot operate the feeding mecha- 
nism. The severing device may conveniently be 
automatically operated, or operated by the same 
element which operates the feed rolls, so that 
whenever a length of tape is fed it will be sev- 
ered without the need of any additional opera- 
tion. 
The severing device may be actuated either at 
the end of the forward stroke of the lever or 
at the end of the return stroke, but, in either 
event, it will be actuated after a strip of tape 
of measured length bas been fed from the 
chine. 
In the prescrit machine, the severing opera- 
tion may take place at either end of the stroke. 
That is, if may be effected while the oscillat- 
ing lever is still at the end of its forward stroke 
and belote it is released by the operator, or the 
severing operation may take place upon release 
of the oscillating lever by the operator and the 
return of this lever and associated parts to their 
iiitial positions, or the pos.itions occupied prior 
fo the beginning of a feeding stroke. 
If is also desirable to provide means for ad- 
justing the length of the strip of tape dispensed 
by the machine, and the present invention pro- 
vides means for effecting adjustment of the 
length of tape dispensed af one operation or one 
stroke of the actuating lever. This adjustment 
does hot affect the operation of the severing 
mechanism, but only affects the starting posi- 
tion of the oscillating lever. 
If is also a feature of the present invention 
that when the severing takes place while the 
oscillating lever is in ifs forward position, this 
lever or handle is disconnected ïrom the oper- 
ating ratchet wheel of the machine so that the 
weight of the handl¢ does hot impede the 
turn of the ratchet and the cutting operation. 
This return is effected by a spring and, as this 
spring does hot 'have t0 carry the weight of the 
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handle, it results in a more efficient severing 
operation than would otherwise be the case. 
One object of the present invention is fo pro- 
vide a new and improved tape-dispensing de- 
5 vice of the character described. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 
a tape-serving device which will automutically 
sever a strip of tape dispensed by the machine 
either with or without the release of the actuat- 
10 ing lever or handle by the operator. 
A still further object of the invention is fo 
provide a tape-serving machine having an os- 
cillating operating lever and a severing device, 
an actuating mechanism operated by the lever 
15 to dispense a strip of tape and also ctuute the 
severing mechardsm, and means or automuti- 
cally disconnecting the operating lever from the 
actuating mechanism af the end of a f0rward 
stroke of the lever. 
20 A still further object of the invention is to 
provide a tape-serving device 0f the character 
described which may be adjusted to sever the tape 
either af the end of the forward stroke, or at 
the end of the return stroke of the operating 
25 lever, as desired by the operator, and at the same 
rime deliver a strip of tape of any desired length 
within reasonable limits. 
Still another object of the invention is fo pro- 
vide a tape-serving device having novel means 
30 for varying the length of .a strip of tape deliv- 
ered by the machine. 
To these and other ends the invention con- 
sists in the novel features and combinations of 
parts fo be hereinafter described and claimed. 
35 In the accompanying drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a tape-dis- 
pensing machine embodying my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a partial side elevational view of the 
side opposite that shown in Fig. 1; 
40 Fig. 3 is a front elevational view of th¢ ms,- 
chine; 
Fig. 4 is a view similar fo Fig. 2, but showing 
the parts in another position; 
Fig. 5 is a view simflar to Fig. 4, btt showing 
45the parts in still another position; 
Fig. 6 is a view similar fo Fig. 2 with some parts 
removed; 
Fi. 7 is a view of the foward portion of the 
machine showing the parts in a position different 
50 from that shown in Fig. 1; 
Fig. 8 is a fragmentary sectiona! view on ]inc 
8 of Fig. 2; and 
Fig. 9 is a fragmentary sectional view on line 
 9 of Fig. 6. 
55 To illustrate a preferred embo,diment of .my 
invention, I have shown a tape-dispensing, ma- 
chine comprising aframe consisting of a base 0 
and a pair of upright side plates ! ! and !2, these 
plates providing between them a basket or space 
60 |3 for a supply roll of tape   which may test upon 
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the base 10. At is forward end, this space is 
bounded by the partition 18, which partition ex- 
tends forwardly in a horizontal direction %o pro- 
vide a table 16 over which the tape 17 is fed. 
The feeding mechanism comprises a pair of 
feed rolls 18 and 10. The upper roll  9 is rotatably 
mounted in a yoke 20 hinged at its rear end at 
21 te the frame member 12, and  normally urEed 
downwardly or %oward the roll 18 by the spring 22. 
It wfll be unders%ood that this roll may be raised 
frein the full-line position %O the dotted-line posi- 
tion, shown in Fig. 1, in order that the tape may 
be inserted between the two feed rolls when a new 
supply is placed in the machine. 
The table 16 is provided with an opening 23, 
and the periphery of the feed roll 18 extends up- 
wardly through this opening se as %o contact the 
underside of the tape. The roll 18 is secured upon 
a shaft 24, rotatably mounted in the plate 12, and 
thus is the driven roll of the feeding mechanism. 
As shown more especially in Fig. 6, the shaft 24 
extends through the plate 12 and, at the outside 
of this plate, carries a small pinion 28. This 
pinion is in mesh with a gear 27 rotatably mounted 
on a stud shaft 28 secured in the plate 12, and 
secured te this gear is a pinion 20 which is in 
mesh with a gear 30 rotatably mounted upon a 
shaft 3 . As will be described hereinafter, means 
are provided for rotating the gear 30 in a counter- 
clockwise direction, as shown in Fig. 6, and it wi]l 
be seen that this will also rotate the pinion 26 in 
a counterclockwise direction which will rotate the 
shaft 24 and the feed roll 18 in a direction te 
feed a strip of tape forwardly over the table 16. 
Mountedat the front of the frame between the 
two plates  I and 2, is a reservoir 38 which con- 
tains the moistening brush 38, and a bridge plate 
37 extends forwardly frein the table 16 and sup- 
ports a pressure plate 38, designed te press the 
tape against the moistening brush 38. 
Mounted for vertical reciprocating movement, 
adjacent the forward edge of the table 18, is a 
knife or severing member 40, this member being 
provided with an openLng 41 (Fig. 3) through 
which the tape is adapted te be fed when the 
knife is in its upper position, shown in Fig. 7. 
The rear surface of this knife, which is in the 
ferre of a fiat plate or blade, bears against the 
forward edge of the table I and, af ifs lower end, 
against a guide follet 2 rotatably mounted on the 
plate 12. The knife is operated by a vertically 
disposed link 3 having a nose portion 44 inserted 
through a slot in the knife, and a spring  con- 
nected te this nose portion urges the knife rear- 
wardly against the table 6 and the follet 2 se 
that the front edge oï the table 16 acts as a 
stationary shear blade against which the tape is 
severed when the blade 4, is drawn downwardly. 
The link 43 is pivotally connected at 7 te the 
 forward end of a rock arm 4, this arm being 
secured te a shaït 9 which is mounted te rock, 
or oscillate, in the plate 12. This shaft 49 extends 
through the-plate 12 te the outer side thereof 
and, on ifs extended end, carries a bifurcated, or 
forked, member 8 (Fig. ) by which the rock 
arm 48 and cutter are operated, as will be herein- 
after explained. It will be seen that, as Figs. 2 
and 7 are views taken frein opposite sides of the 
machine, the bifurcated member 88 extends rear- 
wardly frein the shaft 49, whfle the rock arm . 
extends forwardly frein this shaft. Therefore, 
a downward movement of the member 80 will 
result in an upward movement of the arm 3 and, 
therefore, an upward movement of the knife 40. 
Secured te the shaft 31 s a disk or wheel 83, 
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which may be termed a ratchet wheel, having in 
its periphery a number of relatively close]y spaced 
notches or recesses 84. On the inner face of this 
wheel, as shown in Fig. 9, is fixed a detent 5, 
5 the forward end of which is adapted te engage 
between the teeth of a pinion 86 rotatably 
mounted on an arm 7, the arm in turn being 
rotatably mounted on the shaft 3. The teeth 
of the pinion 8 mesh with the teeth oï the gear 
10 38 which, as has previously been explained, is 
rotatably mounted on the shaft 31. As shown in 
Fig. 9, the pinion 8 is rotatab]y mounted on a 
shortshaft or stud 8 which projects outwaïdl" 
into an elongated slot 89 in the ratchet wheel 
15 se that, when this ratchet wheel moves in a clock- 
wise direction as shown in Fig. 6, the pinion 
and arm 87 will be carried with it, due o the 
engagement of the forward end oï the slot 
with the stud shaft 0. During this movement, 
20 the pinion 88 will rotate idly over the teeth of 
the gear 38, which is the operation during the 
return movement of the oscfllating lever, as wfil 
be hereinafter explained. 
When, however, the ratchet wheel 3 moves in 
25 a counterc]ockwise direction, the forward end of 
the detent 8,. as shown in Fig. 9, will engage 
between the teeth of the pinion 5 and, thus, 
carry the pinion and arm in a counterclockwise 
direction about the shaft 31. In this latter 
30 stance, however, the pinion 88 will be prevented 
frein rotating due te the engagement of the de- 
tent 8 between the teeth thereof, and, as it 
teeth mesh with those of the gear 3, the latter 
will be rotated with the arm ?. It wiil be seen 
35 that the slot 9 is sufficiently long se that there 
is a slight amount of lest motion between the disk 
3 and the pinion 8 on the arm 57. This lest 
motion is sufficient te permit the detent 5 te 
withdraw frein between the teeth of the pinion 
40 when the ratchet wheel is moved in one direction, 
and te engage between the teeth of the pinion 
when the ratchet wheel is moved in the opposite 
direction. 
t%otatably mounted on the shaft 3, on the 
45 outer side of the ratchet wheel 3, is a mask in 
the ferre of a second disk 61, shown more espe- 
cially in Figs. 4 and 5. This disk is provided with 
two spaced notches or recesses 62 and 3, the 
 spacing of which should be a multiple of the 
50 spacing between the notches , se that when the 
notch 82 registers with one of the notches , the 
notch 83 will register with another thereof, al- 
though net necessari]y with an adjacent one. 
. may also be noted that the disk 61 is oï substan 
55 tially the same diameter as the disk 5. The 
disk 61 is provided adjacent the notch  with 
a laterally projecting stop or ear 84, and pivotallF 
mounted af 88 on this disk is a detent or pawl 
having a laterally turned lug 87 adapted te 
0 in the recess 82 and also one of the notches 
The pawl is normally heid in this position by the 
spring 80, and this will serve %O lock the disks 
and 61 together. However, by pressing down- 
wardly on the end 69 of this pawl, the lug 6 ma 
65 be moved upwardly out of the notches 4 and 
and, thus, release the disks se that the disk 
may be rotated relatively te the ratchet 3, and 
secured thereto in another adjusted position. As 
will be hereinafter explainid, this serves %o ad 
Y0 just the length of a strip of tape dispensed bv 
the machine. 
An oscfllaçing lever or handle membeï  is 
provided %O operate the device, the opera%or en- 
gaging the outer end 72 of the handle ïor this 
ï5 purpose. The inner end of this handle is pivoted 
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upon the shaft 31 by means of an elongated slot 
73, provided in the handle, so that the latter may 
not only rotate about the shaft 3J, but lnay also 
move radially of this shaft and of the ratehet 
wheel 53 and disk 
The handle 71 is provided with a detent or 
finger 7 adapteà to enter one of the notehes 
in the fauchet wheel 3 (and noch 63 in disk  I ), 
when the handle is in is innerm.ost position, the 
nger, however, being disengaged from the notch 
 when the hand!e is moved radially outwardly, 
as permitted by the slot . e engagement of 
the finger  in the notch 4 takes place when 
the surface  of the handle member 
engagement with the stop 4 on the disk 6, as 
shown for examp]e in Figs. 2 and 4. 
A spring 6, secured aU  fo the disk , is 
trained around a guide sheave  loosely mound 
on the aft 3I, and is secured aU is other end 
 an arm  fixed upon the lever , so tha this 
spAng tends fo urge the lever radially inwardly, 
and also in a clockwise doeection, as shown in 
gs. 4 and 5, for example, about the shaft  so 
as to maintain the surface 5 against the top . 
When the pars are in the position shown in 
g. , and the finger  is engaged in che of 
he notches 4, the end 3S of the arm la lies above 
a laterally projecting lug l on the deVenU 6 and, 
as seen in Fig. 2, when the oher end of the de- 
tenu is pressed inwardly so as to more if from 
the lu!l-line position shown in Fig. 2 to the doted- 
line position, this results hOt oy in lifting he 
lug 6 from the notches 54 and , but also moves 
the handle Il radially outwardly so as fo dis- 
engage the finger  from the notches 5 and . 
This wlll permit the disk l fo be rotated rela- 
tively  the fauchet wheel 5 and, as the handle 
7I is held agains the sop 6 by the spring 6, 
the handle  witl move wih the disk and the 
finger  wfll en,er a new notch  n the fauchet 
wheel 3 when the deVenU 6 is released. This 
wil! adjust the startlng position of the handle 
on the ratchet wheel 3 and adjus he lengh 
of the strip of tape delivered by the machine. 
As shown in gs. 1 and 7, a sheave or grooved 
pul!ey  is secured to the shaft  beween the 
frame plates  I and I2, and a spring 84, secured 
a one end to this sheave and aU içs other end fo 
a pin  secured on the pla 2, tends to rouage 
the fauchet wheel  in a clockwise direction, as 
shown in g. 6, for example, which s the return 
movement oî this fauchet wheel. The 
belng nmally locked to the raçche wheël 
also be returned by his spring, as also will b 
the handle member when, and if, the finger 
is engaged in one of the notches . Thus, the 
reurn movement of certain of the par, after 
an operative sroke, is effeced by means of the 
spng 84. 
Pivotall mounted aU .87 on the outr £ace of 
the plate 12 is an arm 8 wch carries a latera]ly 
projecting stop pin , this a having a rear 
position, shown in .full lines in gs. 4 and 5, in 
which a ]ower end portion 99 lies against the 
shaft 49, and a forward position, show in dotted 
lines in Fig. 4, in which the portion ' of the 
arm lies against a stop screw 91. n the latter, 
or orward position, of the arm 8, the stop pin 
wi]l engage an outer end portion 92 of the hand]e 
l and serve in this way to iimit the operative 
or forward stroke of the machine. Upon 
lease of the handle aU his rime, the ]aZter, o 
gerber with the fauchet  and disk 'l, wi]] be 
rotated in a c]o¢kse direction by the spr.ing 
 to their itial positions. 
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When, however, the stop arm 88 is in the full- 
line position shown in Fig. 4, the pin 89 wil] en- 
gage a cam-shaped member 94 on the lever 7, 
and serve to more this lever radially outwardly 
5 as permitted by the slot 73, thus disengaging 
the finger 74 from the notches  and 63 and 
releasing the ratchet wheel 53 and disk 5, 
which latter members will be returned to their 
initial positions by the spring 84, the handle 
10 member remaining in its forward position until 
re]eased by the operator. Upon such re]ease, 
it wi]l be moved in a clockwise direction, as 
shown in Figs. 4 and 5, by the spring 76 unti] 
if is again engaged with the fauchet whee] 53. 
15 Vv-hen the fauchet wheel is returned fa ifs start- 
ing position by the spring 4, this return motion 
will be stopped by the engagement of thë arm 
57 with a stop member , on the frame ruera- 
ber 12 (Fig. 9). The disk 61 and sheaw 73 are 
20 he]d in position upon the shaft 31 by the disk 
97 (iig. 2) and the screw 98. 
The return movement of.the fauchet 'hee] 5 
serres to effect the severing of the piece of tape 
which bas been dispensed, as will now be de- 
25 scribed. 
It bas already been explained that the knife 
or severing member 9 is actuated by tl]e shaft 
9 upon which is secured the forked member 
.. The fauchet wheel 53 carries a pîn 19} upon 
30 its inner surface, which, as shown in Fig. 2, 
is adapted to ride into the slot between the forks 
of this member and more the latter in a counter- 
clockwise direction. This serres to brïng the 
knife downward]y and effect the severing of 
35 the tape, and occurs aU the end of the return 
movement of the fauchet whee]. When the op- 
erating lever or hand]e 7! is moved downwardly 
from the position shown in Fig. 2, the pin }} 
rides out of the slot beteen the forks of the 
40 arm 50 and moves this arm in a elockwise di- 
çection, as shown in Fig. 4, for example, so as 
o more the knife upwardly out of the path 
of the tape fo permit the feeding of the latter 
past the knife. 
hoEeans are provided for holding the knife in 
45 ifs upper position untfl a return movement of 
the fauchet wheel, in the orm of a resilient 
member OI secured aU one end aU 12 to the 
plate ! and being free aU its other end. AU the 
free end, this member is provided with a lateral- 
50 ly extending ]ug I 4 adapted to overlie the Ïorked 
member  when the latter is in the position 
shown in Fig. 4, and prevent return or downward 
movement of the knife during an operative stroke 
of the .device. This resilient member I}l is 
55 biased fo stand outwardly from the plate I, 
as shown in dotted lines in Fig. 8, but when the 
fauchet wheel 3 is in its starting position, as 
shown in this figure, the pin  beaïs .against 
the inner end of the arm and holds it in ifs 
60 ïull-line position. The spring is provided with 
a cam portion I{} and, as soon as the pin J} 
rides out of the slot between the forks of the 
mmnber 5, if engages this cam portion of the 
spring 101 and permits the lug I to more out- 
5 wardly over the member 5 so as fo hold the 
knife in its upper position during an operative 
stroke of the lever l. 
A pin 1{}6 secured to the frame member 12 
passes loosely through an opening in the spring 
70 l so as fo guide this member in ifs lateral 
movemeñts. 
It bas a]ready been stted -that adjustment of 
the disk 61 relatively fo the fauchet wheel 5 
serres 'o regulate the length of the strip .of tape 
75 which is .dispensed. In order to indicate fo the 
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operator the setting of the device, the disk 6| 
may be provided with an opening |07 (Fig. 2) 
and the disk 54 provided with numerals exposed 
through this opening and, thus, inform the op- 
erator of the length of the strip for which the 
device is set. 
In operation the parts are shown in Fig. 2 at 
the beginning of an operative stroke, and the 
cperator presses downwardly on the outer end 
of the lever 7. This serves fo rotate in a 
counterc!ockwise direction the disk 5  and ratchet 
wheel 53, which members are locked together 
by the detent SG and also by the finger 74 on 
the lever 7. As the ratchet wheel 53 effects 
movement of arm 57 and pinion 56, this serves 
fo rotate the feed roller |8 and, thus, force a 
strip of tape forwardly over the knife. 
Af the beginning of this movement, the pin 
00 moves out of engagement with the fork ruera- 
ber } and raises the knife clear of the path of 
the tape, the knife being hetd in this position 
by the lug 64 on the spring member 
If the arm 88 is set in the dotted-line position 
shown in Fig. 4, the operator releases the arm 7 
when it strflçes the pin 80 and the parts are re- 
turned fo their initial positions by the spring 84. 
At this rime, the pin 10 enters between the forks 
of the member 5 and, by rotating the shaft 40, 
moves the knife downwardly fo sever the tape. 
If the adjustable arm 88 is in ifs full-line posi- 
tion, the cam surface 94 strikes the pin 89 and 
moves the finger 74 out of the notches 5 and 
thus, releasing the lever-7 from the ratchet 
wheel 53 and disks 6, permitting these latter 
members fo be returned fo their initial positions 
by the spring 84, and effect the severing of the 
tape. 
It is noted that the handle ! is hot moved 
rearwardly af this rime, thus relieving the spring 
of this much of the load. Therefore, the cutting 
operation may take place when the member 
is in the position shown in Fig. 5, or it may take 
place when the member 7 bas been returned fo 
its rearward position, depending upon the setting 
of the arm 88 and pin 88. 
In Fig. 5 of the drawings, the handle is shown 
in its îorward position, but the disk 6  and ratchet 
wheel 53 bave been returned fo their starting or 
initial positions and, thus, bave effected the 
severing of the tape. 
If is believed that the operation of the device 
will be clear from the above. 
While I bave shown and described a preferred 
embodiment of my invention, it will be under- 
stood that it is hot fo be limited fo all of the de- 
tails shown, but is capable of modification and 
variation within the spirit of the invention and 
within th scope of the claires. 
\/hat I claire is: 
1. A tap-dispensing machine comprising tape- 
feeding means, an actuating member for said 
means, a manual!y operable oscillatable member 
having a detachable one-way driving connection 
with s2d actuating member to move the latter 
to feed a length of tape, stop means engagi]g said 
oscil!atçble mmber to limit forward movement 
thereof and move said oscillatable member out of 
engagement with said actuating member, and 
spring means to effect reverse movement of the 
latter when so disengaged. 
2. A tape-dispensing machin comprising tape- 
feeding means, an actuating member for said 
rneans, a manually operable oscillatable member 
engaged with said actuating member fo move 
the latter to feed a length of tape, and stop means 
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engaging said oscillatable member fo limit for- 
ward movement thereof, said means having two 
positions fo limit said movement, ind meEns car- 
ried by siid stop meins ind said oscillating mem- 
5 ber which interengage in one ordy of said posi- 
tions fo disengage said oscillating mcmber from 
said actuating member. 
3. A tape-dispensing machine comprising tape- 
feeding meins, in ictuating member for said 
10 means, a manually operable oscillatable member 
engaged with said ictuating member fo more the 
latter fo feed a length of tape, a stop having two 
positions limiting the forward movement of said 
manually operable member, and cooperating 
15 means on said stop ind siid list-named mem- 
ber interengaging in one position of said stop fo 
disengage sEid minuilly operable member from 
said actuating member. 
4. A tape-dispensing machine comprising tape- 
2O feeding means, an actuating member for said 
means, a manually operable oscillitable member 
having a one-way driving connection witloE said 
actuating member fo more the latter to feed a 
length of tape, a stop having two positions limit- 
25 ing the forward movement of said manually op- 
erable member, cooperating means on said stop 
and said last-named member interengaging in 
one position of siid stop fo disengage said manu- 
ally operable member from said ictuiting mem- 
3O ber, and means fo return said ictuiting member 
to its initial position when so disengaged. 
5. A tape-dispensing machine comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried on the frame, 
an oscfllatable actuating member having a one- 
35 way connection with said means, a manually op- 
erab!e lever engaged with said member to operate 
the latter, and means operatively mounting said 
lever fOr movement radial]y of said actuating 
member fo effect disengagement of the lever from 
40 said member. 
6. A tape-dispensing machine comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried on the frame, 
an oscillatable actuating member having a one- 
way driving connection with said means, .a manu- 
45 ally operable lever engaged with said member fo 
operate the latter, said lever being movable 
dially of said actuating member to effect dis- 
engagement of the lever from said member, and 
means carried by the frame and adapted to be 
50 engaged by said lever fo effect radial movement 
thereof af the end of its feeding stroke. 
7. A tape-dispensing machine comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried on the frame, 
an oscillatable actuating member having a one- 
55 way driving connection with said means, a man- 
ually operable lever engaged with said member 
fo operate the latter, said lever being movable 
radially of said actuating member to effect dis  
engagement of the lever from said member, and 
60 means carried by the frame and adapted fo be 
engaged by said lever fo effect radial movement 
thereof at the end of its feeding stroke, said 
last-named means comprising a stop member fo 
limit movement of the lever about its pivot. 
65 8. A tape-dispensing machine- comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried on the frame, 
an oscillatable actuating member having a one- 
way driving connection with said means, a man- 
ually operable lever engaged with said membeï 
70 fo operate the latter, said lever being movable 
radially of said actuating member fo effect dis- 
engagement of the lever from said member, and 
means carried by the frame and adapted fo be 
engaged by said lever fo effect radial movement 
75 thereof ai the end of its feeding stroke, said 
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last-named means comprising a stop member 
adjustable to two positions on the frame, said 
member effecting radial movement of the lever 
in one only of said positions. 
9. A tape-dispensing machine comprising 
tape-feeding means, an actuating member for 
said means, a manually operable oscillatable 
member engaged with said actuating member 
to more the latter to feed a length of tape, 
means to disengage said manually operable 
member from said actuating member adjacent 
the end of the ïeeding movement of the oscil- 
latable member, means to return said actuating 
member to its initial position independently of 
said oscillatable member, tape-severing means, 
and means actuated by the return of said ac- 
tuating member to effect movement of the sever- 
ing means. 
10. A tape-dispensing machine comprising 
tape-feeding means, an actuating member for 
said means, a manually operable oscillatable 
member engaged with said actuating member to 
move the latter to feed a length of tape, stop 
means engaging said oscfllatable member to 
limit forward movemen thereof, said means 
disengaging said last-named member from said 
actuating member, spring means to effect re- 
verse movement of the latter when so disen- 
gaged, a tape-severing member, and connections 
between said actuating member and said sever- 
ing member whereby the latter is actuated fo 
sever the tape adjacent the end of the return 
movement of the actu.ating member. 
11. A tape-dispensing machine comprising 
 tape-feeding means, an actuating member for 
said means, a manually operable oscillatable 
member engaged with said actuating member to 
move the latter to. Ieed a length or tape, stop 
means engaging said oscillatable member to 
limit forward movement thereof, said means 
disengaging said last-named member from said 
actuating member, spring means to effect re- 
verse movement of the latter when so disen- 
gaged, a tape-severing member, connections be- 
tween said actuating member and said severing 
member whereby the latter is actuated to sever 
the tape adjacent the end of the return move- 
ment of the actuating member, said severing 
member normally standing in the path of the 
tape, and means moving said member out of 
the path of the tape upon an initial feeding 
movement o the actuating member. 
12. A tape-dispensing machine comprising 
tape-feeding means, an actuating member for 
said means, a manually operable oscillatable 
member engaged with said actuating member 
to move the latter to feed a length of tape, a 
stop having two positions limiting the forward 
movement of said manually operable member, 
cooperating means on said stoi and said last- 
named member interengaging in one position of 
said stop to disengage said manually operable 
member from saicl actuating member, means to 
return said actuating member to its initial posi- 
tion, and separate means to return said oscillat- 
able member to its initial position. 
13. A tape-dispensing machine comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried by the frame, 
an oscillatable actuating member for said means, 
a manually operable lever having a one-way 
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driving connection with said actuating member, 
said member and lever being pivoted fo swing 
about a common axis on the ïrame, a stop on 
the ïrame to stop the lever at the end of 
5 forward stroke, means to austably connect 
said lever to said actuating means fo vary the 
length of the stroke, means to effect a return 
movement oï the actuating member, and means 
to limit said return stroke. 
10 14. A tape-dispensing machine comprïsing a 
frame, tape-ïeeding means caxried by the ïrame, 
an oscillatable actuating member for said means, 
a manually operable lever, said member and 
lever being pivoted to swing abou-a common 
15 axis on the frame, said member having a plu- 
rality of recesses in its periphery, said lever hav- 
ing a 'finger engageable in a predetermined one 
of said recesses, means mounting said lever for 
movement radially of said member to disengage 
20 the finger therefrom, and a stop adjustably car- 
ried by said member to engage the lever and 
determine the recess in which said finger 
gages. 
15. A tape-dispensing machine comprising 
25 ïrame, tape-feeding means carried by the frame, 
an oscillatable actuating member ïor said meaas, 
a manually operable lever, said member and 
lever being pivoted to swing about a common 
axis on the frame, said member having a plu- 
30 rality oï recesses in it periphery, said lever hav- 
ing a finger engageable in a predetermined one 
of said recesses, means mounting sàld lever for 
movement radially oï said member to disengage 
the finger thereïrom, a mask movable on said 
35 actuating member and adapted to cover certain 
of said recesses and prevent engagement of the 
finger therein, said mask having a stop to en- 
gage said lever and means securing said mask 
in adjusted positions on the actuating member. 
40 16. A tape-dispensing machine comprising a 
frame, tape-feeding means carried by the ïrame, 
an oscfllatable actuating member for said means, 
a manually operable lever, said member and 
lever being pivoted to swing about a common 
45 axis on the t'rame, said member having a plu- 
rality of recesses in its periphery, said lever hav- 
ing a finger engageable in a predetermined one 
of said recesses, said lever being mova,ble radially 
of said member to disengage the finger there- 
5O from, a mask movably mounted adjacent said 
actuating member to cover certain oï said re- 
cesses and prevent engagement oï the finger 
therein, and a detent on said mask adjustably 
connecting it to said actuating member, said 
55 detent also engaging said lever to more it radially 
with respect toits axis. 
OSCAI P. EIHARDT. 
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